Quick Guide for School Leavers:
The 3 Main Pathways to Become a Solicitor

The SQE Qualification Framework

These are the SRA requirements for qualifying as a solicitor via the SQE route
(replacement for the LPC route).

g
Degree in any subject
or equivalent work

@ experience ‘

Conversion
Character & course for non-
Suitability law graduates

; (optional)
Qualify as a

Solicitor
. iCi

[13% k SQE 1
Qiigﬁgnvgg ' Assessments




3 Main SQE Pathways for School Leavers

1. Degree + Training Contract (or Graduate Apprenticeship)

SQE 1 &2 Training Contract
(<1 year) (PAYCELD)]

GDL SQE1 &2 Training Contract
(1 year) (<1 year) (PAYCELS)]

Graduate Apprenticeship
< 2-3 years >

GDL SQE 1 &2 Training Contract
(1 year) (<1 year) (2 years)

2. Degree + Portfolio Qualifying Work Experience

SQE1 &2 QWE Possibly 2+ years

if more than one
(<1 year) @years) —— employer

GDL SQE 1 &2 QWE Possibly 2+ years

if more than one
(1 year) (<1 year) @years) —— " oioyer

3. Solicitor Apprenticeship

Training Contract
+ SQE (work/study)
(2 years)

4 Days Work + 1 Day Study for Law Degree (Weekly)

(4 years)

www.traineesolicitorsurgery.co.uk



